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ENVIRONMENTALISTS VERSUS ENERGY DEVELOPERS 
INTRO? 
IN WHAT IS CONSIDERED A MAJOR VICTORY FOR ENVIRONMENTALISTS, 
PLANS HAVE BEEN SCRAPPED FOR A HUGE PROJECT THAT WOULD HAVE 
BROUGHT NEW ELECTRICAL POWER TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AND ARIZONA. 


VeO-A CORRESPONDENT EDWIN GORDON REPORTS. 


TEXT? 

ON PAPER, IT LOOKED GOOD, CALIFORNIA, THE NATION'S MOST 
POPULATED STATE, AND NEIGHBORING ARIZONA, WOULD SOON HAVE TQ IMPORT 
A LOT MORE ELECTRICAL ENERGY. SO THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON 
COMPANY, AS THE LARGEST SHAREHOLDER, PLANNED TO BUILD A MASSIVE 
COAL@=BURNING POWER PLANT IN A BARREN SECTION OF THE STATE OF UTAH, 
IT WOULD HAVE COST THREE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARS. 

FIRST CONCEIVED IN NINETEEN EIGHTY~TWO, 

IN THE MEANTIME, A LOT OF THINGS HAPPENED. FIRST, THE 
ORIGINAL COST WAS ESTIMATED AT SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY MILLION 
DOLLARS; BUT WITH RISING PRICES, IT NOW WOULD HAVE COST Two 
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED MILLION FOR THE PLANT ALONE AND ANOTHER 
EIGHT HUNDRED MILLION FOR UNDERGROUND COAL MINES, TRANSMISSION 
LINES, AND OTHER FACILITIES, 

AND SECOND AND PERHAPS MORE IMPORTANT, FROM THE TIME IT'S 
A FIRST IDEA UNTIL NOW, A WHOLE NEW PHILOSOPHY HAS SPRUNG UP: 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS ZEROED IN ON THE 
FACT THAT THE PLANT WOULD BE LOCATED WITHIN A THREE HUNDRED 
TWENTY KILOMETER RADIUS OF EIGHT NATIONAL PARKS AND THREE NATIONAL 
RECREATION AREAS. EVEN WITH THE MOST MODERN DEVICES FOR CON- 
TROLLING POLLUTION, THE POWER PLANT WOULD HAVE EMITTED TWO HUNDRED 
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FIFTY TONS OF NITROGEN OXIDES A DAY, TEN TONS OF FLY ASH AND 
TWENTY-EIGHT TONS OF SULFUR DIOXIDE. 

THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE SAID IT WOULD HAVE AN ADVERSE 
VESUAL AND AESTHETIC IfiPACT, AND AFFECT THE AIR QUALITY IN FOUR 
NATIONAL PARKS, INCLUDING THE GRAND CANYON, 

A SPOKESIiAN FOR ONE OF THE INFLUENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
GROUPS, THE SIERRA CLUB, SAID IT HAD BECOME LITERALLY A SHOOT 
OUT OVER WHETHER THESE NATIONAL TREASURES WOULD BE COMPROMISED 
FOR AN ALLEGED ENERGY SHORTFALL. 

ATTORNEYS FOR THE ENVEIRONIIENTAL GROUPS GOT TO WORK, 

THERE WERE LEGAL DELAYS. CONGRESS BEGAN CONSIDERING TIGHTENING 
AER QUALITY CONTROLS NEAR HIATIONAL MONUMENTS; AND FINALLY, 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY - - WITH TWENTY MILLION 
DOLLARS ALREADY SPENT - - GAVE UP ON THE PROJECT, 

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT WILLIAM GOULD SAID THIS PLANT 
WENT BY THE BOARDS BECAUSE IT WAS LOADED WITH TOO MANY 
OBJECTIONS FROM TOO MANY SIDES, HE SAID THE COMPANY HALTED 
THE PROJUECT BECAUSE OF A SERIES OF UNCERTAINTIES, PARTICULARLY 
THOSE RELATING TO ULTIMATE COSTS, AND HE SAID ENVIRONMENTALISTS 
WILL HAVE TO CHANGE THEIR ATTITUDE OF, IN HIS WORDS, “OPPOSING 
ANY PROJECT OF ANY KIND IF WE ARE GOING TO HAVE ADEQUATE ELECT- 
RICAL ENERGY", 

AND HE ADDED: "I SAID 'ADEQUATE', NOT ABUNDANT ELECTRICAL 
ENERGY." THE ENVIRONMENTALISTS FEEL THERE ARE ALTERNATIVES TO 
COAL=-SOLAR AND GEOTHERMAL ENERGY AS WELL AS IMPORTED OLL. 
THEY ARE NOT ESPECIALLY HAPPY WITH NUCLEAR ENERGY, 
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